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Speech by the Chief Guest, Honourable Minister of Local Government, Rural 
Development and Cooperatives  

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh  
 

The 40th Anniversary of CIRDAP, Dhaka, Bangladesh  
 
1.0 SALUTATION 

 Your Excellencies as members of the Diplomatic Corp;  

 Secretary of the Rural Development and Cooperatives Division 

 Current Director General CIRDAP, Mr Tevita G. Boseiwaqa Taginavulau; 

  Your Excellency the Ambassador of the Philippines to Bangladesh as Special 
Guest; His Excellency Vicente Vivencio T. Bandillo  

 Distinguished Guests representing CIRDAP Development Partners;  

 Members of the Media;  

 Staff of the CIRDAP Secretariat; young people, ladies and gentlemen; 

 

2.0 GREETINGS 

 Greetings to You All, Namaskar and As-salamu alaykum 

 It is indeed my greatest pleasure to attend this celebration as Chief Guest to the 

40th Anniversary of CIRDAP which has been around for the last four decades 

promoting integrated Rural Development in the Asia-Pacific Region. Please, let us 

all rise and give a big round of applause for CIRDAP and for those who had worked 

hard over the years including all its leadership past and present and staff to bring 

CIRDAP to what it is today.  

 
3.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 I wish to convey my heart-felt congratulations to the fifteen different CIRDAP 

member countries who maybe represented today by their Embassies.  Your 

Excellencies, your presence and continual support for CIRDAP forms the bedrock 

of solidarity that holds the SECRETARIAT together in Regional cooperation and 

global partnership which is an absolute necessity for achieving sustainable 

development. 
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 I believe when CIRDAP was established 40 years ago, it formed the platform in 

training, research and pilot programme activities. The idea may have spread to its 

member countries which now have their own research institutions to promote 

rural development. That…. when coupled with their Agricultural growth, each 

member countries GDP and economies rose subsequently. To that effect we may 

also have to commend CIRDAP for its contributions- big or small to its member 

countries. 

 Ladies and gentlemen, it would be regrettable if I failed to acknowledge FAO, 

CIRDAP parent body. Four decades ago it planted the seed that finally grew to 

become CIRDAP today. FAO legacy is evident in the formation of the Secretariat 

and equipped with Articles of Rules as governing instrument for the organisation. 

Though it has severed its connection with CIRDAP, it has not totally abandoned it. 

 Let us give a big round of applause to FAO and its representative. 

 

4.0    UNDERTAKINGS BY THE HOST STATE  

• However, I wish to categorically state that the Government of Bangladesh 

remains firm in its commitments to the region to continuously host the CIRDAP 

Secretariat. 

• This is well documented in the Article for the Establishment of CIRDAP which 

spells our commitments to CIRDAP in terms of privileges, immunities and 

facilities. When I said “OUR” I meant the Government of Bangladesh. 

• If I may gently blow my trumpet, some of those commitments include the 

provision of a premises for the CIRDAP Secretariat Headquarters. In addition, the 

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh continue to provide housing 

to all CIRDAP senior staff. Also, it has built additional buildings for conference halls 

in which one of them we are in right now. Furthermore, bulk of the staff of CIRDAP 

are Bangladeshis. 
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5.0 THEMATIC TOPICS 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 I note that the thematic topics set for discussion in the 2-day programmes are 

really very significant for all the CMCs.  

 I appreciate that CIRDAP’s focus is in alignment to the objectives of the 

Sustainable Development Goals particularly goal 17 giving paramount 

importance to the marginalised groups such as rural women, youth, disabilities 

and the extreme poor.’ 

 I know that we all want our rural people regardless of race, creed or circumstance 

to achieve the full potential and lead a dignified life.  However, we or our 

respective countries cannot do it alone or work in isolation as ‘No One Size Fits 

All!!’ and there is diversity amongst our CMCs in terms of the nature and extent 

of rural development.  

 Therefore, we have to established multi-stakeholder partnership in terms of 

mobilization and sharing of knowledge, expertise, technological and financial 

resources, to support the achievements of SDGs, and especially, towards our 

fellow member countries who have been legged behind. 

 This partnership Ladies and Gentlemen is meant to bring us together for our 

common good – to promote regional cooperation. It is also meant to lead us to 

a meaningful relationship - where each of our member countries has a role to 

play and at the same time enjoy a share of benefits.  

 We, as member countries, should stand together as one. There is unity in 

diversity. We will reap together what we sow together. We can do far better 

things collectively as a team more than what any country can do alone. 

 The two-day technical session should be quite interesting to listen to some of the 

best practitioners from both international and domestic organisations in rural 

development as they share their knowledge, experiences and wisdom on the 

topics they will cover. Please make a point to attend one or two or all these 
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sessions. Moreover; we can enjoy and learn from two days exhibition at CIRDAP 

to showcase rural technology and products by different organizations.  

 I appreciate to take initiative for e-library of CIRDAP as government of 

Bangladesh is giving importance and working for digitalize. 

 

6.0 CONCLUSION 

 

 To conclude Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to commend the fifteen-member 

countries belonging to CIRDAP in their solidarity and steadfastness over the years 

since its inception considering all the political, social, cultural and economic 

upheavals each country face.  

 These have been worsened by the frequent occurrences of natural disasters 

brought about by Climate Change and Globalization. In the midst of all that, 

CIRDAP remains salient in this part of the world as symbol of unity, solidarity and 

resilience despite of our diversity. 

 I extend my deepest appreciation to the different stakeholders for organizing this 

important event. My heart-felt thanks are due to all the former Director Generals, 

of CIRDAP. I convey my special thanks to the current DG, CIRDAP, Mr. Tevita G. 

Boseiwaqa Taginavulau, for his excellent arrangements and wholehearted 

hospitability. I also wish to extend my thanks to Secretary, RDCD, for their kind 

support. 

 Furthermore, I extend my unfathomable appreciation to all CMCs and CIRDAP 

Link Ministries and Link Institutes. I also remember CIRDAP Development Partners 

and Organisations. Thank you for your support.  

 I thank the Staff of CIRDAP for putting this celebration together. I also 

acknowledge the attendance of the Media. Last but not the least; I thank all of 

you who are in here today. 
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 Finally, Bangladesh would like to reiterate its commitment hoping that CIRDAP 

will continue serving the people the Asia Pacific Regional Countries as a Centre of 

Excellence in Rural Development  

 40 is just a number, Insha allah we may still be around in the next 40 years to 

celebrate again with CIRDAP!! 

 Long live CIRDAP! Joy Bangla! Joy Bangabandhu! Bangladesh Chirojibi Houk!  


